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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

EASTERN ZONE BENCH, KOLKATA

IN THE MATTER OF:

_£ 23]2024[ EZ
Original Application No.}—MlZ—Ol%,LEZ tioisty

- R
In re: News item appearing in News Wing dated 01.12.2023 titled “SioRI ®
BIR 4] 4 A9 ®©Y 4 IR &1 G99 gsed 9 WRNI, 9Ima gi+”

COUNTER _AFFIDAVIT FILED BY DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, BOKARO,
GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND i.e. RESPONDENT NO. 3 HEREIN.

, Ravi Kumar Singh, son of Akhilesh Kumar Singh, aged about 31 years, by
Religion - Hinduism, by Occupation - Service under the State Government of
Jharkhand in the office of District Mining Office, Bokaro, Government of
Jharkhand, having its office at camp —lI, behind bar association, Bokaro Civil
Court, PIN — 827001, Dist. - Bokaro, Jharkhand, do hereby solemnly affirm and

state as follows:

1. That I am the District Mining Officer, Bokaro, Government of Jharkhand,
and | am aware to the facts and records in the instant case and gone
through the allegations and contentions of the applicant in the Original
Application as such | am competent and duly authorized by the
Respondent No. 3 herein, to make and affirm the instant Counter

Affidavit.




3. That in pursuance and in complia'r{ce to the order dated 19.01.2024 of
this Hon'ble Tribunal in the instant Original Application this Affidavit is
being filed by Deputy Commissioner, Bokaro, Government of Jharkhand

i.e. respondent no. 3 to the Original Application.

4. That, the instant Original Application was taken up Suo Moto by the
Hon’ble Tribunal based on the news item which was related to illegal
stone mining in Konar River, which flows between Bokaro and Hazaribagh
district. As per the said news item report, illegal stone mining is
happening in Narki forest area and in the river, causing pollution and

environmental degradation.

5. That, it is humbly stated and submitted that the alleged place of illegal
mining was inspected by the Mines Inspector, District Mining Office,
Bokaro on 27.12.2023 and again on 09.02.2024, and it has been reported
that the alleged place of illegal mining does not fall within the territorial
and/or administrative jurisdiction of Bokaro district, but falls within the
territorial jurisdiction of Hazaribagh District. It has been reported that in
the instant matter, the alleged place of illegal mining, which falls within
Hazaribagh District, was inspected by Mines Inspector, District Mining
Office, Hazaribagh and pursuant the inspection an FIR has been instituted

in Bishnugarh P.S., Hazaribagh.

A copy of the Inspection report of Mines Inspector, District Mining Office,

Bokaro is annexed herewith and collectively marked herewith as_

g,

g EF
Annexure A. /@_ .
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6. That, it is humbly stated and submitted that the Mines and Geology
Department, Government of Jhark'h"e;md vide its Sankalp 563/MoCo dated
05/10/2005 has constituted a Task Force at district level to review,
follow-up and control the illegal mining activities in the district. A District
level Task Force is constituted and review meeting of the Task Force is
conducted on a monthly basis and strict directions are issued to take
action against any instances of illegal mining, storage or transportation of

minerals.

7. That, it is humbly stated and submitted that to prevent illegal mining,
transportation and storage of minerals various check posts were
established vide memo number 1668/Go dated 31.05.2022, at the
identified routes in the District and Magistrates deputed to keep a strict
vigil and to take action against any instances of illegal mining,

transportation and storage of minerals.

A copy of the said Memo number 1668/Go dated 31.05.2022 is annexed

herewith and marked herewith as Annexure B.

8. That, it is humbly stated and submitted that although the alleged place of
illegal mining of stone falls within Hazaribagh District, all necessary co-
operation and help as required by the District Administration, Hazaribagh

is accorded.

9. That, it is humbly stated and submitted that all necessary steps are being
taken to prevent illegal mining, transportation and storage of minerals in

the district.




4

10.That, this Affidavit is filed bonafide and in the interest of justice. It is
therefore prayed that Your Lordship may kindly be pleased to accept the

instant counter affidavit.

11.] state that the statements contained in paragraph Nos. 1 to 2 are true to
my knowledge, the statements contained in paragraph Nos. 3 to 7 are
true to my information derived from the official records of the case,
which | verily believe to be true and the rest is/are my respectful

submissions before this Hon’ble Tribunal.




VERIFICATION

[, Ravi Kumar Singh, son of Akhilesh Kumar Singh, aged about 31 years, by
Religion - Hinduism, by Occupation - Service under the State Government of
Jharkhand in the office of District Mining Office, Bokaro, Government of
Jharkhand, having its office at camp —Il, behind bar association, Bokaro Civil
Court, PIN — 827001, Dist. - Bokaro, Jharkhand, and that | am dealing with the
connected records of the case in possession of the office of Deputy

Commissioner, Bokaro, Government of Jharkhand.

Date: 07/5/24%
Place: oKabo

Identified by me:

»
¥

Advocate QNOTARY PUBLIC
Bokaro (Jharkhand)

Ren Mn -703/18.)
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